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PROCEDURES IFOR INSPECTIONS AND SURVEYS
OF ONSITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS
OTSEGO LAKE WATERSHED

The following procedures represent the minimum standard {or inspections and surveys ot
onsite wastewater treatment systems (OW1'S) in the towns of Middlefield, Otsego, and
Springfield, and the Village of Cooperstown that are located within 500 feet of Otsego
Lake and 100 feet from a feeder stream 1o Otsego [Lake having a DEC index of waters
number. These procedures are applicable to inspections performed both on a periodic
basis and at the time of property transfer.

I. NOTIFICATION
The owner or owner’s agent is responsible for completing an OWTS Inspection
Information Request form prior to an inspection. The request form will be sent via
Certified Mail to the owner in advance of the inspection.

1i. ACCESS AND REQUIREMENTS
‘I'he owner or owner's agent is responsible for uncovering septic 1anks. holding tanks,
and pump stations prior to an inspection. A scptic tank must be greater than 10 feet
from a dwelting and 50 leet from a water supply. The edge ol a septic ficld must be
greater than 100 feet from a well or from the shore ol the lake or a tributary, unless it
has been grandfathered.

UL FLOWTEST
The owner or owner’s agent will make provisions for water so that a flow test of the
syslem can be performed. The inspector will perform the flow test before the septic
tank is pumped out lo assess the {low of wastewater through the tank and into the
absorption arca. Access must be provided to allow the inspector to assure that all
appropriate plumbing fixtures, including bathroom, kitchen, laundry, and wash basin
fixtures drain to the wastewater treatment system.
A surface inspection of the Ieach field or absorption area will be made to determine
its apparent function. Drainage pipes or other features found during the inspection
may require additional investigation to address any potential surface discharge of
sewage or seplic system eftfluent. The inspector may require dye tests or other
diagnostic testing at the time of the inspection, and sufTicient follow up visits
performed as a means of investigating suspect conditions.












