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A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Cooperstown was held at the Village 
Office Building, 22 Main Street, Cooperstown, New York on June 25, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.  Members 
in attendance were Mayor Ellen Tillapaugh, Trustees Cynthia Falk, James Dean, Bruce Maxson, 
Richard Sternberg and Jeanne Dewey. Trustee Lou Allstadt was absent.  Also in attendance were 
Village Attorney Martin Tillapaugh, Zoning Enforcement Officer Jane Gentile, Village Treasurer 
Debra Guerin, DPW Superintendent Mitch Hotaling and Village Administrator – Teri Barown.  
There was thirteen (13) member of the public present.   
 
Mayor Tillapaugh called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and led the pledge of allegiance.   
 
Mayor Tillapaugh stated that three pieces of correspondence were received regarding diagonal 
parking on Pioneer Street between Lake Street and Otsego Lake.  One letter from Dr. and Mrs. 
Alan Leist, 5 Pioneer Street in opposition to the diagonal parking, email from David and Ceila 
Oxley, 14 Pioneer Street, in favor of the diagonal parking and an email from Patricia Smith, 
Pioneer Street, not in opposition to the diagonal parking with adjustments.   
 
Mayor Tillapaugh read the guidelines for public comment. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Veronica Gil Seaver, 160 Main Street, stated she submitted a petition to the Village requesting 
controlling the volume of the live music on Main Street.  She said she was able to obtain over 20 
signatures in one hour.  She said people do not object to the live music, only to the loudness.  She 
requested that the Village institute something with decibel levels in order to control the volume. 
 
Anthony Casale, 11 Pioneer Street, read a statement requesting that the diagonal parking on 
Pioneer Street be removed and the parking returned to what it was.  He also provided Geometric 
Design Guidelines from the City of San Jose Department of Transportation and A Policy on 
Geometric Design of Highways and Streets from 2001 from the American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials.  A copy of both documents provided and his Presentation to 
the Cooperstown Village Board of June 25, 2018 are on file with the original minutes. 
 
Mr. Tillapaugh arrived at the meeting at 6:40 p.m. 
 
Dave Russell, 63 Chestnut Street, stated that he does not experience the noise from the live music 
at his residence but does feel that music that is allowed to be played until 11:30 p.m. is not fair to 
the residential neighbors so close to the business district. 
 
Roger MacMillan, 12 Main Street, stated that he can also stand on his porch on Main Street and 
hear the music from Hardball Café.  He feels at least the ordinance should be revised so that 
businesses need to stop music at 10:00 p.m. 
 
Geri Brose, 12 Pine Boulevard, stated that the extremely loud noise from the music is not fair to the 
residential neighborhoods. 
 
Rich McCaffery, 29 Delaware Street, stated he is a strong supporter of the diagonal parking on 
Pioneer Street.  He said he organizes the Lake Front Concert series each summer and each 
concert sees approximately 150 individuals in attendance as well as band members.  He said he is 
in favor as it will provide additional parking. 
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Matt Hazzard, Executive Director of the Cooperstown Chamber of Commerce, stated he would like 
to provide support for the diagonal parking on Pioneer Street.  He said that there is not enough 
parking for employees working in the Village and anything that will garner additional all day parking 
options is worth a try. 
 
He stated regarding the noise complaint that there are several venues that provide live music 
inside and that the Trustees should focus regulations on outdoor venues so as not to eliminate an 
iatrical part of eliminating ways businesses attaching customers for indoor venues. 
 
Marjorie Landers, 8 Glen Avenue, said although she cannot hear the music at her house she can 
understand the issues of those within close proximity of the music and feels that volume issue 
should be addressed. 
 
Hearing no further request to speak under public comment, Mayor Tillapaugh closed this session 
at 6:50 p.m.  She stated that the diagonal parking issues would be addressed under the Streets 
Committee report tonight.  She also noted that she has previously spoken to Mrs. Gentile to 
request she conduct research on noise ordinances that include decibel levels in their laws. 
 
Minutes – Dr. Falk made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 29, 2018 regular Board of 
Trustee meeting with corrections as submitted.  Mr. Dean seconded the motion and a vote had the 
following results: 
 
AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
Zoning Officials Report – Mrs. Gentile reviewed the Zoning Official’s Report as submitted to the 
Trustees in their packets. 
 
She noted that the public hearing will not be held this month on 28 Railroad Avenue as they 
haven’t had a chance to provide the required site plan so no public hearing is needed at this time. 
 
Discussion was held regarding the special use permit application for 46 Chestnut Street for an 8 
room hotel.  Dr. Falk made a motion to schedule a public hearing on July 23 at 7:00 p.m. for the 
special use permit application for 46 Chestnut Street for an 8 room hotel and forward to the 
Planning Board and County Planning Department for review and recommendation.  Dr. Sternberg 
seconded the motion and a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
Permits: 
 
Dr. Falk made a motion to approve the permit request from the Hall of Fame for traffic re-route 
during the Induction Parade.  Dr. Sternberg seconded the motion and a vote had the following 
results: 
 
AYES: Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
Dr. Falk made a motion to approve the permit application as submitted from Kyle Patrick for a bass 
tournament.  Dr. Sternberg seconded the motion and a vote had the following results: 
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AYES: Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
Dr. Sternberg made a motion to approve the permit application submitted by Karen Katz for a 
Families Belong Together Rally and March to be held on June 30, 2018.  Ms. Dewey seconded the 
motion and a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
Dr. Falk made a motion to approve the permit application for use of alcohol at the Three Mile Point 
Pavilion submitted by Doris Hansen for a private party contingent upon providing an insurance 
certificate.  Ms. Dewey seconded the motion and a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES: Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
Dr. Falk made a motion to approve the application by ORCA for a bike event on Village Streets on 
September 10.  Ms. Dewey seconded the motion and a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES: Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
Police Committee – A copy of the June committee minutes was provided in the Trustee packets. 
 
Dr. Falk made a motion to accept the committee report as submitted.  Ms. Dewey seconded the 
motion and a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES: Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
Public Hearing – Mayor Tillapaugh opened the following public hearing at 7:05 p.m. and Ms. 
Barown read the public hearing notice: 
 
making application in the Consolidated Funding Application (CFA) process for the following: 

 

 22 Main Street Skylight and Park Project:  Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic 

Preservation (OPRHP) – Environmental Protection Fund Grants Program for Parks, Preservation 

and Heritage (EPF) 

 

 Net Zero Sewer Plant:  NYSERDA Net Zero Energy for Economic Development  

 
Dr. Falk stated that the proposal for the net zero application has been withdrawn. 
 
There were no comments from the public regarding the public hearing.  Mayor Tillapaugh stated 
she would leave this open for the time being. 
 
Doubleday Advisory Committee – A copy of the June committee minutes was provided in the 
Trustee packets. 
 
Dr. Sternberg stated that he was in Long Island and saw a Mavis Tire Company commercial that 
included footage of Doubleday Field.  This issue will be looked into. 
 



June 25, 2018 DRAFT 
  
  
  
  

4 

Mr. Dean made a motion to accept the Doubleday Field Committee report as presented.  Ms. 
Dewey seconded the motion and a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES: Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
Streets Committee – A copy of the June committee minutes was provided in the Trustee packets. 
 
Dr. Falk stated she would like to recognize the service of Dennis Tallman to the Tree Committee, 
which was much appreciated over the several years he served. 
 
She stated that we should receive the new trolley very soon and will have a public unveiling once it 
has arrived in the Village. 
 
Dr. Falk stated that following comments and discussion at the committee meeting regarding the 
diagonal parking, no recommendation was made by Streets Committee and additional information 
would be obtained regarding options to provide to the Trustees. 
 
She stated she would recommend setting a public hearing to do something, particularly regarding 
providing for accessible parking adjacent to Lake Front Park. 
 
She added that there is nowhere in the parking regulations that the law refer to direction of parking 
angle, be it parallel or diagonal.  She noted that Village Vehicle and Traffic regulations only 
provides for what is prohibited, restricted, or designated parking and doesn’t speak to what is 
allowed.  
 
Dr. Falk stated that late this afternoon she finished preparation of materials providing three options 
regarding parking on Pioneer Street between Lake Street and the Lake.  She stated that Option 
No. 1 provides for all parallel parking and results in 20 spaces, Option 2 adds diagonal parking 
north of the driveway of 5 Pioneer Street, which was temporarily lined out after the paving of the 
street was completed and adds 23 spaces (it was noted this option has raised concerns regarding 
lights shining in the window of 5 Pioneer Street), and Option 3 would provide parallel parking in 
front of 5 Pioneer Street, with diagonal parking beyond that and elimination of parking on the west 
side of Pioneer Street and would garner 26 spaces.  She noted that all options include providing an 
accessible space adjacent to the park. 
 
She noted that NYS DOT does have provisions for narrowing streets for the purpose of traffic 
calming. 
 
She noted that in response to complaints of vehicles driving fast on the street, the Trustees could 
petition the State Legislature for a lower speed limit. 
 
She stated that the Trustees do need to decide on a trial period for the temporary striping and set a 
public hearing in July on one of the options. 
 
Mr. Tillapaugh stated that the Trustees could set a public hearing on all three options to have the 
public comment on. 
 
Dr. Sternberg made a motion to set a public hearing on July 23, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. or as soon 
thereafter as can be heard on Options 1, 2 and 3 with details as provided by Dr. Falk and striping 
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Pioneer Street between Lake Street and the Lake as indicated in Option No. 3.  Mr. Maxson 
seconded the motion and a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Casale asked how the residents would be able to see the information on the options.  Ms. 
Barown stated she would have copies available in the morning of what Dr. Falk provided to the 
Trustees for tonight’s meeting. 
 
Dr. Falk noted that recommendation regarding changes in parking regulations for Linden Avenue 
would be held over until next month for a possible public hearing in August. 
 
She stated that we have been working with ATI on some issues with the parking meters and most 
have been resolved. 
 
She stated that paid parking revenues to date are $95,000, with $89,000 collected during the same 
time frame in 2017 and $78,000 during that period in 2016. 
 
She stated that a punch list for the Pioneer Street Infrastructure project has been developed and 
the TEP project bids are set to open on June 28. 
 
Dr. Sternberg made a motion to accept the Streets Committee report as presented.  Mr. Dean 
seconded the motion and a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey  Motion carried. 
 
Buildings Committee – A copy of the June committee minutes was provided in the Trustee 
packets. 
 
Dr. Falk noted that the bids for the 22 Main Street Renovation project came in much higher than 
expected and will be discussed further during Finance Committee report. 
 
She stated that the Village is moving forward with the EV Charging Stations. 
 
It was noted that the control panel at the fire hall for the boiler system has been replaced and 
currently operating. 
 
Dr. Sternberg made a motion to accept the Buildings Committee report as presented.  Ms. Dewey 
seconded the motion and a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey  Motion carried. 
 
Public Hearing - Mayor Tillapaugh closed the public hearing for the CFA application submission at 
7:29 p.m. 
 
Dr. Falk made a motion to authorize the Village to submit CFA applications for 22 Main Street 
Skylight and Park Project:  Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation (OPRHP) – 
Environmental Protection Fund Grants Program for Parks, Preservation and Heritage (EPF).  Dr. 
Sternberg seconded the motion and a vote had the following results: 
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AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey  Motion carried. 
 
Finance and Personnel Committee: 
 
Finance: 
 
Trustees reviewed the May 2018 RBC Wealth Management Statement and correspondence from 
Penflex regarding the annual contribution for 2018 of $74,301.  Dr. Falk made a motion to pay the 
Penflex Contribution as soon as possible due to obtaining additional interest.  Mr. Dean seconded 
the motion and a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
Dr. Falk made a motion to pay the Penflex fee invoice in the amount of $5,145.00.  Dr. Sternberg 
seconded the motion and a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
Trustees reviewed the sales tax update report. 
 
Buildings: 
 
Dr. Falk made a motion to reject bids received for the 22 Main Street Restoration Project (windows, 
elevator, gutters) as they exceed the budget and re-bid only the second floor windows at this time.  
Dr. Sternberg seconded the motion and a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
Trolley: 
 
Dr. Falk made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the Cooperstown Trolley contract with 
Otsego County for 2018 reflecting additional insurance cost for new trolley.  Dr. Sternberg 
seconded the motion and a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
Dr. Falk made a motion to accept the $40,000 donation from Scriven Foundation to operate a 
second trolley in July and August, with any unused funds being returned to Scriven.  Dr. Sternberg 
seconded the motion and a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
Water and Sewer Board 
 
Following discussion on a request for reduction of high water/sewer billing for 39 Chestnut Street, 
no action was taken but correspondence will be sent to the home owner regarding results of meter 
testing. 
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Personnel: 
 
Trustees reviewed the overtime analysis for payrolls 116 and 177 and leave analysis for May and 
June 2018. 
 
Ms. Tillapaugh noted as overtime costs along for Classic weekend came in at $2,066 and we 
receive $2500 from the Hall for use of the field and parking lot perhaps we should be looking at an 
increased fee in future years. 
 
Finance: 
 
Dr. Falk made a motion to approve the following abstracts and transfers: 
 

Abstracts: 

General    34,155   PR# 117 

     34,911   PR# 116 

         1529   Non-Payroll Expenses Paid  

     43,394   Non-Payroll Expenses 

     41,865   Non-Payroll Expenses to be Paid 

 

Water      7,120   PR# 117 

      7,581   PR# 116 

                  74,854   Non-Payroll Expenses Paid 

                  81,491   Non-Payroll Expenses 

      6,637   Non-Payroll Expenses to be Paid 

 

Sewer     6,918   PR# 117 

     7,348   PR# 116 

                 49,987   Non-Payroll Expenses Paid 

                 55,936   Non-Payroll Expense 

     5,949   Non-Payroll Expenses to be Paid 

 

Trolley      1,299  Non-Payroll Expenses to be Paid  

 

and transfers as on file with the original  minutes. 
 
Dr. Sternberg seconded the motion and a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
Trustees reviewed large invoices for the month of June. 
 
Dr. Falk made a motion to approve payment of Pay Application No. 5- G. DeVincentis & Son – 
Pioneer Street Infrastructure Project.  Mr. Dean seconded the motion and a vote had the following 
results: 
 
AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
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Administrator’s Report: 
 
Ms. Barown noted that the Empire Center send an informational letter regarding a pending 
Supreme Court ruling on Union Dues v. Agency Fee.  She stated that a ruling could come down 
making it illegal to deduct agency fee from employee checks for non-union members, which is 
currently allowed for by law. 
 
Ms. Barown stated that Chief Covert has requested that the Village start the process to create a 
Police Sergeant position.  Following discussion, it was decided this would not be addressed while 
full-time officer positions are vacant. 
 
Ms. Barown provided grant and project updates regarding the following projects: 

- WWTP Upgrade – Delaware Engineering is currently making amendments to the 
existing engineering report, updating cost estimates and project schedule for 
submission to DEC and EFC. 

- As noted in the Streets report, the TEP Project bids are scheduled to be opened on 
Thursday, June 28.  Munistat has been contact and provided a schedule for obtains 
BANS for this project. 

 
Dr. Falk made a motion to approve the seasonal appointment of Margaret Knight as lifeguard 
effective June 26, 2018 and ending September 3, 2018 at a salary of $11.25 per hour.  Dr. 
Sternberg seconded the motion and a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
Dr. Falk made a motion to accept the Finance and Personnel Committee and Administrator’s 
Report as presented.  Dr. Sternberg seconded the motion and a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
Watershed Supervisory Committee – A copy of the June committee report was provided in the 
Trustee packets. 
 
Economic Development and Sustainability Committee – A copy of the June committee minutes 
was provided in the Trustee packets. 
 
Dr. Falk made a motion to accept the resignation of Richard Blabey from the Economic 
Development and Sustainability Committee.  Ms. Dewey seconded the motion and a vote had the 
following results: 
 
AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewy   Motion carried. 
 
Dr. Falk stated the committee felt the noise complaints could be looked at in terms of health issues 
affecting hearing and sleep and discussed whatever regulations are put in place need to be 
enforceable and enforced. 
 
Mr. Tillapaugh stated that if the law is going to be based on decibel level then there will need to be 
a requirement to have personnel trained for use of decibel meters in order for it to be enforceable. 
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Dr. Falk stated that the wayfinding signage for the TEP project will need additional public input as 
well as changes to the existing sign law. 
 
She noted that she and Mayor Tillapaugh will be presenting on the DRI application on July 5. 
 
Dr. Sternberg made a motion to accept the Economic Development and Sustainability Committee 
report as presented.  Mr. Maxson seconded the motion and a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
Parks Board – A copy of the June committee minutes was provided in the Trustee packets. 
 
The hand drawn diagram provided by Matt Hazzard for the kiosk location was reviewed by the 
Trustees but exact dimensions were felt to be still unclear regarding the location. 
 
Ms. Tillapaugh stated that the relocation would allow for additional room for the Santa House and 
better accessibility for the kiosk and provide room for added pavers on the Pioneer Street parkside. 
 
Mr. Dean stated he was not enthusiastic about the move, as he felt the proposed location would 
make for a visual obstruction. 
 
Dr. Falk stated she still has questions regarding the orientation of the kiosk doors and automated 
screen including how it will look and its location. 
 
Following discussion, consensus was to ask the Chamber for a detailed drawing to scale, with the 
location of the kiosk doors and touch pad. 
 
Discussion was held regarding an accessible parking space on Fish Road.  This will be discussed 
further at the next Parks Board meeting for a recommendation to the Trustees. 
 
Mr. Dean made a motion to accept the Parks Board report as presented.  Mr. Maxson seconded 
the motion and a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
 
Water and Sewer Board – A copy of the July minutes was provided in the Trustee packets. 
 
Mr. Dean made a motion to accept the report as submitted.  Mr. Maxson seconded the motion and 
a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
 
Dr. Falk made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.  Ms. Dewey seconded the motion and 
a vote had the following results: 
 
AYES:  Falk, Dean, Maxson, Sternberg, Dewey   Motion carried. 
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Respectfully submitted,  
 
Teri L. Barown, RMC 
Village Administrator, Village of Cooperstown 


