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                 News from the Mayor’s Office 

 
We are excited to announce that the Village has 
received the fully executed contract from the NYS 
Department of State for our New York Forward 
(NYF) award! 
 
We were one of the first communities in New York 
to receive a NYF award and in some ways the 
process has been a learning curve for both us and 
the State. We applied in 2022, were notified in 2023 
that we were awarded $4.5 million and in a 
whirlwind process the Local Planning Committee 
(LPC) accepted and reviewed proposals for projects 
within the downtown boundary. They submitted a 
Priority List and from that large list, Gov. Hochul 
announced in late May 2024 those Public and 
Private projects which would receive  funding. We 
received a contract in late May 2025 and after 
completing our required documentation, submitted 
the contract for  DOS approval which was just 
received at the end of September. Private projects 
included The Grove, a residential housing project 
on the corner of Grove and Glen which received 
$1.3 million, and 53 Pioneer which received 
$640,000 to develop a Community Art Space. 
 
In addition, the Mohawk Valley Economic 
Development District, Inc. administered the Small 
Project Fund of $300,000. We have been told that 
there were close to $600,000 in application 
requests by businesses in our downtown with 
MVEDD  awarding funds to: Golden Swan Trading 
LLC at 45 Pioneer;  Silver Fox Gift Shop at 83 Main;   
Rudy’s Wine & Liquor at 143-147 Main;  Otsego 
Properties Group at 216 Main;  and FR Woods 
House of Pro Sports and Baseball Town Motel at 61 
Main. 
 
The Village is pleased that we will receive $2.26 
million in funding for six public projects which will 
significantly improve pedestrian and thoroughfare 
lanes within our downtown NYF Boundary. These 
public projects include: improvements on Pioneer 
Alley, Hoffman Lane, Fowler Way, and sidewalks 
on Grove Street, as well as funding to design and 
construct wayfinding signage along upper Main 
Street. 
 
In anticipation of receiving a signed contract,  the 
Village issued a Request for Proposal several  
months ago, seeking a design and engineering firm 
to oversee our public projects and handle grant  

 
reports. The selection of a firm will occur over the 
next two months.  All the public projects were 
reviewed during the NYF process and because the 
Village received a design and planning grant in 
2023, plans for Pioneer Alley and Hoffman Lane 
have been presented in various forums for several 
years.  
However, rest assured that the consultant selected 
by the Village Board will be making public 
presentations on the funded projects so that our 
community can continue to provide input. We look 
forward to implementing these incredible projects 
which will greatly improve the pedestrian 
experience in downtown Cooperstown.  
 
                               -Ellen Tillapaugh – Mayor 
 

Village Staffing Updates 

 
This fall several long-time Village employees have 
chosen to retire or re-locate.  That number includes 
Assessor Al Keck, Police Chief Frank Cavalieri,  
Deputy Treasurer Kathy Caffery and ZEO Chris de 
Ville.   Retirees include Al, Frank and Kathy.  Chris’ 
wife has taken a university teaching position in 
Missouri and he will soon be moving to join her. 
 
Al Keck  provided the longest service to our Village. 
He worked for three years as our ZEO, then for the 
next 21 years, he served as the Village Assessor, 
assuring accurate property records and assisting 
with the 2015 revaluation. Those positions were all 
part-time, and nearly fifteen years ago, Al became a 
full-time employee with benefits, when he added the 
important job of Watershed Inspector to his 
Assessor duties. 
 
Chief Cavalieri was sworn into Village office in 
September 2020, but had worked part-time as a 
Village Officer prior to that.  He had retired from the 
Suffolk County Long Island  police force in 2013, 
and we were very fortunate to convince him to 
return to work as our Police Chief.   Under his 
tenure, the Village worked with a Community 
Advisory Board to examine police policies and 
develop and implement a mandated Police Reform 
Plan.  Chief Cavalieri hired more officers, improved 
their training and updated police equipment 
including body cameras for all our officers.   
 
Deputy Treasurer Kathy Caffery has also worked 
for the Village for nearly five years.  Anyone who 
has had questions on their water bills, knows how 



competently and patiently she answers all 
questions.  She handles the  payment of invoices 
and serves as the personnel officer for the Village’s 
20 employees, always ensuring accuracy on the 
payroll and insurance issues.  Kathy will be retiring 
at the end of this year and we are busy interviewing  
candidates so that a new hire can shadow her for 
two months to learn the ropes. 
 
ZEO Chris de Ville stepped into the position “for a 
few months” when his predecessor Jackson Dubois 
took a leave to work on the restoration of Notre 
Dame Cathedral.  As it turned out,  Chris has 
remained in the position and gained incredible 
expertise in handling all the applications headed to 
Planning Board, HPARB or ZBA.  His calm and 
helpful demeanor has easily defused  an angry 
resident and he has become well versed in all of the 
Village’s  zoning laws. 
   
 They have all been wonderful employees and will 
be greatly missed by the Village of Cooperstown as 
well as all the Village residents they have so 
capably assisted. We wish them all the best in 
retirement  and in Chris’ case, in his new home in 
Missouri. 
 

Welcome Home Cooperstown Events 

 
Welcome Home Cooperstown will host the next of 
its monthly Meet and Greets at the Village Hall at 
22 Main Street on Tuesday, November 4th from 
5:30pm to 7pm. At the gathering, Filipino culture will 
be featured, as we celebrate the Filipino community 
in Cooperstown. Area residents Richard 
Manabilang, Eden Marquinez and Abigail Quintos 
will share information about Filipino culture along 
with samples of food and song.  Additional 
refreshment will be provided by the Mayor and 
Board of Trustees of the Village of Cooperstown, 
and local musician Rich Brown will provide live 
music. For Tuesday, December 2nd, organizers 
are planning the Gingerbread Stroll!  The Friends of 
the Library received a donation for a Gingerbread 
House Decorating Party for families, while supplies 
last!    The Gingerbread event will be 3:30 PM to 5 
PM in the Ballroom, followed by the Meet & Greet 
and Gingerbread Stroll.  WHC is providing 
handmade Gingerbread House decorations to 
participating businesses that  will stay open until 7 
pm for some wonderful holiday shopping!  Polly 
Messenger is providing music, and refreshments 
are by Bassett Healthcare Office of Recruitment. 
(See attached flyer at the end of this newsletter for 
more information) We have heard that even Santa 
and Mrs. Claus may drop in for a visit!  
 
 
 
 

Village Elections – 2026 

 
Election Day for the Village will be Wednesday, 
March 18, 2026. The following offices are up for              
re-election: 
           

❖ Mayor- Two-year term 
❖ Trustee (2 positions) – Three-year 

term each 
❖ Trustee (1 position)- One-year term 

 
Absentee ballot applications are available at the 
Village Office during regular office hours, Monday- 
Friday between 8 AM and 4 PM.  Applications may 
be returned on or after November 17, 2025. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be Water Smart and Dollar Wise 

 
All residents and business owners served by the 
Village’s water and sewer system are responsible 
for the safe and secure operation and maintenance 
of water and sewer lines and internal plumbing 
“downstream” of the Village’s meter at each 
property.  
 
In the past, several owners have had undetected 
leaks in the water supply lines on their property that 
resulted in water bills well in excess of a thousand 
dollars. Deteriorated toilet tank seals are a frequent 
source of leaks, though leaks may occur anywhere 
in the system. Please be vigilant in monitoring your 
water supply and waste lines, including faucets and 
toilets.  
 
It is the responsibility of the property owner to 
ensure that plumbing is working as designed. What 
seems like a small leak can add up to a large cost 
very quickly. One local church received a bill for 
over $6,000 due to a leaky toilet. Please check your 
plumbing regularly and if something seems wrong, 
contact a professional. 
 
Long-established Village policy provides that the 
property owner is fully responsible at the 
established water and sewer rates for: (1) all water 
that passes through the Village meter to the 
property; and (2) all water discharged into the 
Village sewer. So, if a leak on the property 
discharges into the sewer, the full water and sewer 
rate applies for that volume.  But if the leak does 
not discharge into the sewer system, the property 



owner may petition the Board of Trustees through 
the Water and Sewer Board, for relief from the 
sewer charge associated with the volume of leaked 
water.  
 

Veteran’s Day Parade 

 
The Village of Cooperstown invites the community 
to come out for the Veteran’s Day parade on 
Tuesday, November 11 at 11am. The parade route 
includes Main Street and Pine Boulevard. A 
ceremony will take place at the Doughboy statue 
near the intersection of Pine and Lake Street. Come 
honor all those who have served in our military, past 
and present.    
 

Sidewalk Shoveling 

 
As we prepare for the winter season, please 
remember that property owners are responsible for 
clearing snow and ice from public sidewalks 
adjoining their property. If this duty is neglected, the 
Village will remove ice and snow, and the owner will 
be charged a fee of $100 per occurrence. In the 
business district, it is not necessary to remove snow 
and ice from the pavers, but the pavers can be 
carefully cleared if desired.  
 
Snow or ice you clear must not be deposited on 
streets or sidewalks and not on someone else’s 
property without permission. The use of sodium 
chloride (rock salt) is not permitted on public 
sidewalks. Look for deicers labeled as safe for 
concrete.  
 

Holiday Shopping 

 
Small Business Saturday is November 29, but you 
shouldn’t limit your local shopping to just one day 
this holiday season. Before you buy gifts on-line or 
drive to Utica or Albany, consider buying gifts right 
here in Cooperstown. Shopping in Cooperstown 
supports local business owners and keeps local 
money in our local community, something 
desperately needed this year. While the discount 
prices at big box stores may be appealing, after 
factoring in time and gas, good deals are not 
always so good. Paying sales tax in Cooperstown—
rather than somewhere else—also helps keep 
property taxes in check since a portion of local 
sales tax is returned to the Village. If you think that 
all Cooperstown has to offer is baseball, explore 
further this holiday season. Remember that the 2-
hour limit for parking is suspended on Main Street 
between Pine Boulevard and Fair Street from 
Thanksgiving through April 1. 
 
 
 
 
 

Heat Pumps 

 

Gearing up for a cold winter and looking to save up 

to 40% on energy costs? Go green with a new 

HVAC heat pump this winter! These new systems 

will efficiently support your family in your home 

despite the harsh New York climate. 

 

The Village of Cooperstown is beginning a Heat 
Pump Campaign. If you plan to install or have 
installed a heat pump since October 2024, we want 
to know. Reach out to: village@cooperstownny.org  
 
Incentives, such as rebates, Inflation Reduction Act 
tax credits, and financing, are available to help 
cover the cost of energy upgrades including heat 
pumps. For more information go to: 
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Inflation-
Reduction-Act. Many Village homeowners may also 
qualify for Historic Homeowners Tax Credits, and 
Otsego 2000 can help with the paperwork. 
  
Save today and build a better tomorrow!   
 

Recycling 

 
Did you know that on average each person 
produces 4.5 lbs. of trash per day? That’s around 
9,000 lbs. per day in just the Village of 
Cooperstown alone! Save our planet one step at a 
time by Reducing, Reusing, Recycling, and 
Composting. 
  
On November 15, we celebrate National Recycling 
Day! Each person can make an impact. One way is 
by taking plastic bags to the Village Library for 
recycling. The recycling boxes for collecting the 
plastic are in place in the upstairs hallway outside 
the library doors. Accepted plastic are displayed on 
the recycling bins, and all plastic bags must be 
clean. 
 
Let’s make a change towards a brighter future and 
preserve our beautiful Upstate New York. Check out 
Otsego County’s Solid Waste Program for more 
ways YOU can make a difference today! 
https://www.otsegocountyny.gov/departments/solid_
waste/recycling_information.php 
 

Tree Dedication 

 
The Village of Cooperstown  honored  the memory 
of longtime resident Henry “Hank” Phillips with a 
tree planting, plaque dedication and mayoral 
proclamation at 92 Main Street on Wednesday, 
October 15. Alongside a college friend, Ed Badgley, 
Phillips purchased Withey’s Drug Store located at 
92 Main Street (the western half of the Ironclad 
Building) and operated it until 1992. Over the 
course of half a century, Phillips became an integral 

mailto:village@cooperstownny.org
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member of the community, helping the 
Cooperstown Lions Club to organize the first Winter 
Carnival. Members of Hank’s family, his wife Dottie 
and his son Stephen along with many community 
members,  attended the dedication of the flowering 
lilac in front of the former store. The Village installed 
a special dedication plaque which is attached to the 
tree with a spring in order to not restrict the tree’s 
growth.   
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Leaf “Recycling” 

 
The Village continues to offer leaf pickup for 
residents and property owners this fall, beginning in 
mid-October and continuing until the snow starts. 
Leaves should be placed loose between the curb 
and sidewalk away from trees, poles, and fire 
hydrants. Do not use plastic or paper bags or hard 
containers as we will pick up leaves using the leaf 
vacuum. Please do not blow or rake leaves into the 
street where they can clog storm drains, do not 
include non-compostable materials like plastic 
flower pots, construction debris, processed lumber, 
bricks, or stones with leaves or brush.   
 
Residents may bring green waste (leaves, brush, 
grass clippings) at any time to the Village Street 
Garage on Linden Avenue and deposit it 
themselves in the appropriate area. Commercial 
dumping is prohibited.  
  
The last brush pick up of the year will be the 
Tuesday and Wednesday of Thanksgiving week, 
November 25 and 26. Christmas trees will be 
picked up following the holiday season. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Green Waste “Recycling” 

 
In addition to leaf pickup, the Village provides the 
opportunity to dispose of other green waste such as 
brush and Christmas trees in an environmentally 
friendly manner. Place brush in a separate pile from 
your leaves between the curb and sidewalk. Do not 
put brush in containers. Root balls, stumps, and 
large tree limbs will not be picked up, as we can 
only take material that will go through our shredder. 
Do not include non-compostable materials like 
plastic flower pots, construction debris, processed 
lumber, bricks, or stones with leaves or brush. 
 
Residents may also bring green waste (leaves, 
brush, grass clippings) at any time to the Village 
Street Garage on Linden Avenue and deposit it 
themselves in the appropriate area. Commercial 
dumping is prohibited. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stuff the Ambulance Food Drive to support the 
Cooperstown Food Bank!  

 
On Saturday December 13, from 9-5 at Price 
Chopper, the CFD Emergency Squad will once 
again be Stuffing the Ambulance to support the 
Cooperstown Food Pantry. They will be collecting 
food, hygiene products, and monetary donations. 
Stop by, check out the ambulances, visit with the 
EMS providers, and help support the food pantry!  
 

Children’s Holiday Party 

 
The Cooperstown Fire Department is pleased to 

continue the tradition of welcoming area children to 

a holiday celebration on Saturday, December 6 

from 2-4pm. (Rain date will be December 7) The 

party will take place outdoors in Pioneer Park at the 

corner of Main and Pioneer Streets, and will include 

games, crafts, refreshments, and visits with Santa 

Claus. There is no cost to participate in this festive 

celebration.  

Support our Firefighters: 
Clear a Hydrant 

 
The Village of Cooperstown encourages its 
residents, businesses, organizations, and others to 
get involved in helping to keep the Village safer. 
There are 127 fire hydrants in and around the 
Village that need to be kept clear of snow.  
 



Clearing a hydrant means shoveling the snow 3 feet 
around the hydrant on all sides. This will ensure 
that in the event of a fire, firefighters can quickly 
access water to extinguish it. For the safety of 
drivers and pedestrians, snow should be piled on 
the tree lawn and not deposited in the street or on 
the sidewalk. More serious hydrant issues should 
be reported to the Village at 607-547-2411.  
 
If everyone pitches in, we can ensure that access to 
fire hydrants is continuous, especially following a 
large snowstorm. The ultimate goal is to help 
ensure a safer Village for all who live, work, and 
visit here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signs 

 
Yard signs provide a way for residents and property 
owners to make their voices known on important 
issues and during the election season. All yard 
signs must be placed outside of the public right of 
way. If you have a sidewalk in front of your house, 
this means yard signs can only go on the house 
side of the sidewalk. No sign should be placed 
between the curb and the sidewalk. This applies to 
all temporary signs including real estate signs, fawn 
crossing signs, yard sale signs, contractor signs, 
and personal opinion signs. Signs should never be 
attached to trees, bushes, support wires, street 
signs, or utility poles in the tree lawn. 
 

Rain Garden Volunteers 

 
The Village is grateful for the committed crew of 

volunteers who have cared for the rain gardens on 

Main Street this summer and fall. Rainwater and 

snowmelt can carry sediment and pollutants from 

Village streets and sidewalks into Otsego Lake, the 

Susquehanna River, and eventually the 

Chesapeake Bay. To curb this process, the rain 

gardens on Main Street capture rainwater, allowing 

it to slowly soak into the ground. The soil naturally 

filters the water, ridding it of contaminants before it 

reaches the water table. As a result of their function 

and their convenient location, the rain gardens also 

collect trash and falling leaves.  

Our volunteers pick up trash and leaves and plant, 

water, weed, and trim the flowers and plantings. 

There is one more chance this season on Saturday, 

November 15 at to help with fall clean up. Contact 

cfalk@cooperstownny.org if interested or just show 

up Saturday morning on Main Street.  

If you are interested in adopting a rain garden for 

next summer, we are always looking for help! 

Contact mnye@cooperstownny.org.    

Reminders from the Water Department 

 
Each residence has a black touch pad which is 
approximately 2” X 3” in size.  This pad allows the 
Village to read the meter without gaining access to 
your home.  Recently, we have encountered more 
and more residents removing this pad from the 
exterior of their home. These pads cost 
approximately $50 each.  All replacement touch 
pads will be charged to the home owner.  If you are 
planning to do work to the exterior of the home 
please contact the Water Department prior to 
removal so that appropriate arrangements can be 
made and you are not accessed the $50 charge. 
Meters will be read again in January. 
 
Even slight drafts during winter may cause your 
water meter to freeze and break. To avoid the 
expense and inconvenience, please ensure that 
your water meter is draft free. 

 
Leaving for the winter? Don’t forget to drain your 
household water pipes and water meter to prevent 
the pipes from freezing while you’re away. 
All Water and Sewer consumers are reminded that 
there is a monthly 2.00% Penalty for all amounts 
unpaid for any billing period.  Your new bill should 
make the penalties easier to recognize. Also, 
please note that the penalties reflected for late 
payment are only accurate for one-month, new 
penalties are added each month. 

 
The fee for final reads and reactivations for water 
and sewer accounts will be $50.00. 

 
If you have any questions regarding your touch pad 
please contact the Water Department at 607-547-
5591.  Questions regarding billing and fees, should 
be directed to the Village Treasurer, Christy Cook, 
at 607-547-8558, extension 108. 
 

Water & Sewer Rates will increase in February 
2026 

 
Do you know how many gallons on average of 

Village water you use in a year?  Or the cost per 

gallon of that water?  Most do not know the 

answers to those questions.   

Village Voices is always mailed along with your 

water/sewer bill.  It might be helpful to look at your 

bill as an illustration.  In addition, the following 

information will prove useful in calculating gallons 

used and for understanding why the Village Board 

mailto:cfalk@cooperstownny.org
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of Trustees at their October 27th meeting,  approved 

a 10% increase in water and sewer rates beginning 

with the February 2026 billing. 

The Village water meter on your water line 

measures water usage in cubic feet.   One cubic 

foot of water equals 7.481 gallons.  The proposed 

cost of one cubic foot of water is .0768.   So, the 

cost for one gallon of water is  $  .01026.   In other 

words, approximately one cent for one gallon of 

Village metered water.    

In looking at your bill,  you will note there is a 

minimum usage charge of 500 cubic feet, at a flat 

fee of  $33.40.  Anything over the 500 cubic feet 

minimum is billed at $5.78 per 100 cubic feet. 

As an example, at the current rates, on a bill 

indicating 800 under the word USAGE,  the 

property used 800 cubic feet of water (5,984.8  

gallons),  at a cost of $50.74 ($33.40 + 17.34 = 

$50.74).   The sewer usage is based on a 

property’s water usage; however, the sewer rate is 

slightly higher,  .061100 per cubic foot.   Therefore 

for 800 cubic feet, the  sewer cost would be $54.13 

($35.50 + 18.63 =$54.13). 

For any properties lying outside the Village which 

receive water and sewer services, the billing rates 

for both water and sewer are doubled. The reason 

for the higher rate is that they do not pay Village 

taxes or otherwise incur any long-term municipal 

indebtedness for Village water and sewer 

infrastructure improvements.      

Your enclosed bill represents our current rate.  Your 

quarterly bill which you will receive in February 

2026, will reflect the increased rate of .0768 for 

water and .0811 for sewer.  Even with this 10% rate 

increase,  Village water rates are still the lowest of 

surrounding Villages. 

The current water meters in our homes and 

businesses were installed decades ago.  The 

Village is looking at grants to help fund the 

purchase and implementation of new water meters 

which will provide significant advantages to both 

homeowners and the Village.   One of the most 

frequent complaints from a homeowner is a high-

water bill which upon investigation was the result of 

a water leak (i.e., an outdoor faucet not properly 

shutoff or a continuously running toilet).  With 

updated water meters both the Water Department 

and homeowners can receive real time data on 

water usage, so they can quickly address high 

usage issues before the homeowner receives their 

quarterly bill.  

 

Overnight Parking 

 
A reminder that overnight parking is prohibited on 
Village streets from November 1 to April 1. 
Overnight parking is available in designated spaces 
in the Doubleday Field parking lot and in the Fowler 
Way parking lot, on the east side of Fish Road in 
Lakefront Park, and in the circular parking area off 
Lake Street at Lakefront Park. 
 

Clear your car!  

 
The Cooperstown Police remind drivers to clear all 

snow and ice from their vehicles before driving.  Not 

only does this practice provide better visibility for 

the driver, it prevents snow or ice from flying off the 

vehicle onto other moving vehicles. 

The New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law 

requires drivers to have an unobstructed view from 

the front, rear, and sides of a vehicle. This law also 

prohibits depositing snow on the roadway by any 

means, whether from shoveling, plowing, or driving 

a snow-covered car out of your driveway to let the 

wind clean it off.  Questions on snow removal in the 

Village can be directed to the Police at 607-547-

2500. 

Village Website Domain Change 

 
The Village of Cooperstown is changing 

its website domain in 2025 
from www.cooperstownny.org  to 

www.cooperstownny.gov which will also 
include changing all email addresses for Village 

Trustees and staff. 
Check our Village website for more updates! 
 

Winter Carnival 

 
Stay tuned for more information about Winter 

Carnival, which will take place from February 5-8, 

2026. The Village of Cooperstown is happy to make 

our public parks available for this mid-winter event. 

 

 

 

Smoking Prohibited 

 
Smoking is prohibited on sidewalks and adjacent 

public property on Main Street from Fair Street to 

Pine Boulevard, as well as in Village parks and at 

Doubleday Field and 22 Main Street. This 

http://www.cooperstownny.org/
http://www.cooperstownny.gov/


prohibition applies to the smoking of tobacco and 

the smoking of cannabis.   

No Wipes in Pipes! 
Flushable Wipes Aren’t Flushable! 

 
The Village has made a significant investment in 
the upgrade of our Waste Water Treatment Plant.  
We can be proud that we have a Plant which meets 
the needs of our community for decades to come 
and also ensures environmental safeguards for the 
Susquehanna River, the headwaters of the 
Chesapeake Basin. 
 
All Village residents can help ensure that our 
WWTP continues to function at its best by not 
flushing disinfecting wipes, baby wipes and other 
sanitary wipes down toilets.   These materials - 
despite packaging which says they are “flushable” - 
should be placed in the trash not in the toilet. 
 
While toilet paper is designed to break down 
quickly, so called flushable wipes do not break 
down. They clog and damage equipment.  
Consumer Reports tested several varieties of wipes 
and reported they do not fragment even after 
testers processed them for ten minutes in a bladed 
mixer. Save yourself expensive household 
plumbing problems by not flushing this material into 
the sewer system and your actions will also benefit 
the new and expensive equipment at our WWTP. 
 

Employment 

 
The Village currently has an opening for a part-time 
Zoning Enforcement Officer and a part-time 
Assessor. 
 
 If you are interested in more information and an 
application, reach out to the Village office at 607-
547-2411 or stop by 22 Main Street during normal 
business hours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Breakfast with the Board 

 
Come and have Breakfast with the Board!  
 
Designed as a casual opportunity for hearing about 
projects in the Village and items on the agenda for 
that evening’s Trustee Meeting, Breakfast with the 
Board will continue on Mondays from 8 a.m. until 9 
a.m. on these days:  November 17, December 15, 
and January 26.  We look forward to seeing you 
there! 
 

Blocked Sewer Line?  
Avoid unnecessary costs, 

call the Village First!  
 
Property owners are responsible for maintaining 
waste lines to their junctions with the Village’s 
sewer mains. The Village is responsible for 
operation and maintenance of the sewer mains. In 
the event a blockage occurs and an owner 
is uncertain about the location of the blockage, 
please notify the Village at 607-547-2411 for both 
daytime and after-hours emergencies. Village staff 
will investigate promptly. If the blockage is in the 
main, the Village will bear the cost of clearing it. If 
the blockage is in the owner's sewer lateral leading 
to the village main, the owner will be responsible for 
the cost.  We bring this to your attention because 
recently a resident experienced a blockage, hired a 
plumber, and discovered that the blockage was in 
the Village main, not the owner’s waste line. The 
Village cleared the line at no cost to the property 
owner, but was not authorized to reimburse the  
property owner for the cost of the plumber’s 
services.  
 

Village Telephone Numbers 

 
Main Office                                                547-2411 
Village Clerk- Jenna Utter         ___     ext. 102 
Deputy Village Clerk- Marcia Nye      ext. 101 
Zoning Officer                                               ext. 107 
Public Works Sup. – Mitch Hotaling        ext. 104 
Assessor - vacant                                         ext. 107 
Watershed Coordinator- Jacob Gillette        ext. 112 
Treasurer’s Office      547-8558 
Treasurer – Christy Cook        ext. 108 
Deputy Treasurer                                         ext. 109 
Village Police       547-2500 
Village Library                    547-8344 
Village Street Dept.         547-5521 
Village Water Dept.       547-5591 
Village Sewer Dept.      547-8501 
Doubleday Field       547-2270 
 

Village Holiday Schedule 

 
The Village Offices will be closed:  
 
❖  November 11  

(in observance of Veteran’s Day) 
❖  November 27 & 28 

(in observance of Thanksgiving) 
❖ December 24 & 25 

(in observance of Christmas) 
❖ December 31 & January 1 

(in observance of New Year’s) 
 



Tax Credits 

 
Did you know that you might qualify for a state 
income tax credit for work you do on your historic 
house or business property?  New York State offers 
tax credits for homeowners in qualifying census 
tracts (of which ours is one) who do more than 
$5,000 of approved work on their historic house. 
The house must be listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places or as contributing in a National 
Register historic district. Fortunately, most homes 
built before 1949 in the Village of Cooperstown are 
contributing in the Glimmerglass Historic District. 
 
 At least 5% must be spent on the exterior of the 
home, and all work must be approved by the State 
Historic Preservation Office before it begins. The 
credit is equal to 20% of approved qualifying 
expenses up to $50,000. 
 
Businesses can take advantage of both state and 
federal income tax credits. Owners of income 
producing real properties listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, including those 
contributing in the Glimmerglass Historic District, 
may be eligible for a 20% federal income tax credit 
for the substantial rehabilitation of historic 
properties. The work performed (both interior and 
exterior) must meet the Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards for Rehabilitation and be approved by 
the National Park Service. Owners who qualify for 
the federal credit can also take advantage of a 20% 
state income tax credit.  
 
For more information, contact Otsego 2000 at (607) 
547-8881 or the State Historic Preservation Office 
at (518) 237-8643. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EV Chargers 

 
They are finally here and working! The Village is 
proud to announce that after a long wait, our 
community now has four new fast chargers in the 
Fowler Way parking lot off (of Chestnut Street). We 
encourage electric vehicle owners who need to 
charge to use these chargers and not the older 
chargers in the Doubleday Field Lot, as the new 
chargers will provide a faster charge and a better 
experience.  
 

Backyard Burning 

 
While the burn ban issued in October has been 
lifted, the Village of Cooperstown encourages 
everyone to use extreme caution if they choose to 
burn any materials outdoors. Opening burning, 
recreational fires, and portable outdoor fireplaces 
are regulated by the New York State Fire Code. 
Fires are required to be constantly attended until 
extinguished. You must have a portable fire 
extinguisher or fire-extinguishing equipment, such 
as a water barrel or garden hose, available for 
immediate use.  Recreational fires should not be 
conducted within 25 feet of a structure or 
combustible material, and portable outdoor 
fireplaces should be used in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s instructions. It is never legal to burn 
garbage. A burn ban will go into effect again March 
16 – May 14. 

 
 
 
 



 


